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~  PRACLARVM 


THE FEDERAL JOURNAL OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 


EDITOR: BILL B. COBURN, 1 JERSEY STREET, DEAKIN, A.C.T. 2600 No..276' — 4 AUGUST, 1976. 


AMERICAN ROLLS-ROYCE WINS BRITISH AWARD IN 
AUSTRALIAN RALLY 


Ted Hudson carried off the laurels at Bendigo with his magnificiently restored 1922 Spring- 
field Ghost 154 BG. An early picture of this car is on page 82. The car is fitted with a Brewster 
body in the Pall Mall style. More correctly it is a Rolls-Royce body as the Company had been 
bought out by Brewster in 1921. The following extracts from the original sales brochure for the car 
are re-produced for interest. 


1922 Springfield Silver Ghost ‘/Pall Mall’ chassis 154 BG. 
— Photo Justin Scott-Douglas. 


QUIDVIS RECTE FACTVM QVAMVIS HVMILE PR/ECLARVM (Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble — Royce, 1924) 
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The ‘‘Pall-Mall”’ 


ROLLSRONCE 


EspEecIALLy designed for those persons who 
wish to drive an open car of distinctive, smart 
sporting, lines. The seating arrangement is roomy 
and very comfortable, acecommodatin® five persons, 
with generous leg-room in both driving and passen- 
ger sections. The upholstery is finished in imported 
English pebble-prained black leather, of finest wear- 
ing quality and finish. The interior woodwork is of 
first zrade polished black walnut. Beauty of lines is 
further carried out in the quality of tailoring, of the 
mackintosh top, which is unlined to afford a neat 
and compact appearance, if desirable at any time to 


have it folded back. 


The lugZage- rack in the 
rear eliminates the incon- 
venience of bags and suit- 
cases under-foot, and serves 
as well for a satisfactory 
rear bumper, when lowered 
in position. The angle at 
which the windshield is 
mounted eliminates all 
reflections of 


light. 


EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL FEDERAL RALLY 
BENDIGO 


There is so much energy put into the run- 
ning of a Federal Rally, that I feel unable to do 
justice to the contributors. This year was no 
exception but I had resolved to attend the whole 
Rally for the first time, in the hope that I could 
report on the event. 

The members of the New South Wales 
Branch had honoured me by electing me as 
delegate to the Federal Council, due to meet this 
year immediately prior to the Rally on Thursday, 


in the locked partition 


compartment. Pockets in @G Me from leaving until Wednesday evening 
alldoorsandanautomatic and driving the 410 miles to Bendigo. I finally 


Side curtains are stored 10th June, 1976. Personal commitments prevent- | 
cigar lighter, at the left denarted Canberra at midnight, drove to a point 


The unremitting, efforts to achieve a Motor Car in 
mechanism and construction as nearly perfect as 
can be built, accounts for the extraordinary prestize 
of Rolls-Royce. The Rolls-Royce owner finds daily 
evidence of this superiority in finer riding and driv- 
ing, comfort, in absolute security and safety, in 
uninterrupted service coupled with surprising econ- 
omy in operation and up-keep. Asan investment in 
motor transportation, the purchase of a Rolls-Royce 
is not to be measured by the same standards as the 
purchase of any other motor car. 


Royce legends made. 

Judging by the lack of looks my car received, 
1 concluded that Dare Watkins and Darren Over- 
end had had many excursions to Bendigo. I suc- 
cumbed to a 60c in the slot — stand back and 
squirt car wash and finished up washing every- 
thing but the ashtrays. They are certainly 
marvellous machines and invaluable for spoke 
wheels and grimy chassis. The Federal Conference 
was opened on Thursday afternoon and continued 
with breaks on Friday morning. Results of the 
Conference appear elsewhere but it is perhaps 
appropriate to mention that I was elected Federal 
Secretary for the forthcoming year. 


sotlewe, aa my side of Albury, slept two hours and finished 
unr the GN: doom ip at Bendigo having breakfast at 10 a.m. 
vvomuaumenrae Thursday. I could not help but muse over the 
night. marvel of filling up a 25 year old car and whisking | 
it away on such a trip. Of such events are Rolls- 


Friday was a steady procession of cars and 
members arriving at the All Seasons Motel which 
was used as headquarters. Patrick Kane-White 
who organised the detail of induction fielded most 
of the inevitable confusions and misunderstand- 
ings, and the majority of registrants were acc- 
omodated by the time we held the first getting- 
to-know-you party that night. This was hosted 
by Victoria Branch and provided an atmosphere 
for pre-dinner drinks and comparing stories of 
the trip to Bendigo. 


New Victorian President Cliff Allin with his prize winning 113AU. 


Saturday morning saw many owners scrubb- 
ing the dead bugs off of their cars, or sleeping in; 
or getting in a bit of quick sight seeing in the 
historic town. At 11 a.m. we were scheduled to 
depart our various motels for Charlie’s Hope 
Mine, a partially re-constructed goldmine open to 
visitors for a small fee. Dare Watkins suddenly 
appeared beside me and directed that I follow. He 
was driving an Alfa. Having cleared the town, 
the Alfa took off and I followed, well almost. The 
assembly at Charlie’s was our first getting to- 
gether of the cars. After consuming a picnic 
lunch we returned with a navigational run con- 
trived by Ian Bennett. The latter would seen to 
have been a great success judging by the amount 
of argument still going on that night. 


Peter Shellard’s prize winning Mk. VI Bentley B2640MD Clubman Saloon 
by James Young. 


163 


1934 Bentley 33 Litre D’Head — Park Ward B107BL — Jan Cocks. 


Saturday evening’s Informal Dinner at the 
Town Hall was a mixed success due to an un- 
fortunate difficulty in matching a folk music 
group to the accoustics of the Town Hall. Many 
people turned up in outfits reminiscent of the 
era of their cars, the food was good and the 
dancing lively. 

A million dollars worth of metal assembled 
at the All Seasons Motel on Sunday morning. 
The day’s events are best described by John 
Allin who wrote. 

“A moving seam of gold a mile long... . 
that’s how Bendigo residents saw the 98 car 
procession through their city. Most residents, 
anyway. The only one who wasn’t really sure 
what all the fuss was about was an old cocky’s 
kelpie called Bones who couldn‘t see whv he 
shouldn’t relieve himself against the rear offside 
wheel of a green Phantom III before the process- 
ion moved off. Bones cocked his leg but he was 
spotted by the old farmer. 

“Giddoudovit,” yelled the weatherbeaten old 
cocky, hurling his battered hat at the dog. “Yea 
not in the paddik now — anyows, you can’t 
do that on a Rolls-Royce.” 


2 NER Bt moore RENE In A 
RAR iin 
oe eee ae 


LARA AAS 


John Brodie and Bruce Ross attempted to mate SFE 143 and SYB 26 and 
provided a little privacy for the coupling, Regrettably both cars proved 
barren; a pity as both are Concours winners. 
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RESULTS — 1976 ANNUAL FEDERAL RALLY 


AGE AND AUTHENTICTITY TROPHY — Presented by E. J. Vidler. 

WINNER: Edward Hudson, 1922 Springfield Silver Ghost, 154 BG. Rolls-Royce Pall Mall Tourer. 
THE COMPANY TROPHY — (For the best restoration of the year). 

WINNER: Robert du Cros, 1962 Silver Cloud II, SAE 683. Saloon, Rolls-Royce. 


CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE 


OVERALL WINNER: Edward Hudson, 1922 Springfield Silver Ghost, 154 BG. Rolls-Royce 


Pall Mall Tourer. 


(This is now a perpetual trophy — a beautiful one made and presented to the Club 
by Don and Mark Sheil). 


ROLLS-ROYCE 
Clifford Allin 


SECTION WINNERS 
1. Silver Ghost 
2 2hp & P. TL Roger Johnston 


3. P.II, P.II 20/25, 
25/30 & Wraith 


Leonard Partridge 


4. Silver Wraith & Eric Hayman 
Silver Dawn 

5, Silver Clouds I, John Brodie 
II & III and 
Silver Shadow 

BENTLEY 
6. Pre-War lan Cocks 
7. Post-War Peter Shellard 


Mark VI & ‘R’ Type 
8 S.1, S.2, S.3 & ‘T’ Type David Brown 


LADIES’ CHOICE 


(Driven by John Shellard) 


— 1925 Silver Ghost, 113 AU. 
Limousine, Maythorn. 


— 1923 Twenty, 83 K5. 
Tourer, Smith & Waddington 


— 1937 25/30, GMO 10, Coupe by Diskin and 
Molyneaux. 


— 1954 Silver Dawn, SOG 36. 
Saloon, Rolls-Royce. 


— 1958 Silver Cloud I, SFE 143, 
Saloon, Rolls-Royce. 


— 1934 33 litre, B 107 BL. 
Drophead Coupe, Park Ward. 


— 1951 Mark VI, B 260 MD. 
Clubman’s Saloon, James Young. 


— 1955/56 S.I Continental BC 60 BG. 
Two-door Saloon, H. J. Mulliner. 


WINNER: 1934 Phantom II, 193 RY, Sedanca de Ville, Barker. Owned by Owen Bourke. 


Bones trotted off in disgust wondering why 
everyone found it so funny. The form-up at the 
All Seasons Motel took a little more than an hour 
and attracted many locals to the park to look at, 
and touch, the cars. Despite a rather grim weather 
warning by the 3BO announcer the weather 
remained cloudy but dry for the day. 

Led by Val Stocks 1912 L to E Silver Ghost 
(he only got it registered a few weeks before 
the Rally) the procession moved off at noon. Two 
police cars escorted us during the 10 kilometre 
trip to Bendigo Racecourse and did an excellent 
job keeping us together and on the right roads. 
The circuit of the city enabled leading cars to 
get a good view of the tailenders and vice versa. 
The local firemen welcomed us with several blasts 
on their siren as we passed their station. Klaxons 
of various pitch returned the compliment. 


The racecourse was an ideal location for the 
afternoon’s activities. The very orderly car park- 
ing enabled everyone to have a good look at the 
cars and to renew old aquaintances over pre-lunoh 
drinks. It was good to see the local police taking 
an interest in the cars before returning to the 
station. One — a burly sergeant — was even 
heard to make an offer. It wasn’t good enough. 
Although there was a fair queue for lunch most 
said the ox was worth waiting for. It must have 
been ... there wasn’t a morsel of meat left on 
the unfortunate beast by mid-afternoon. 


The events in the afternoon tested partici- 
pants’ skill, patients and temper. But we have to 
hand it to the 20 hp boys — it was their day. One 
20 hp owned by a gent who wears a “Happiness 
is a 20 hp” T—shirt went around the course 
several times with different drivers but with 
the same advisor — each time occupying a diff- 
erent seat. Marshalls were able to pick up 
several amusing exchanges between drivers and 
passengers: “If you had kept quiet, my dear 
chap, I wouldn’t have knocked the post over.” 
“What do you mean, ‘a bit more’... I’m the 
one driving the car.” “No dear, hold the tennis 
racket with the handle — not that end because 
the ball won’t stay on, will it?” 

The day’s activities finished about 5 p.m. 
after Terry’s floorshow in the parking area. It 
was agreed at the evening dinner the day had 
been a successful one. A pity Sir Henry couldn’t 
have been there. He would have loved it.” 


The Federal Executive would like to record 
the Club’s gratitude for the services rendered 


by the retiring Federal President Dare Watkins 
and Federal Secretary Darren Overend. 


a 


FROM THE FEDERAL SECRETARY 


At the 1976 Federal Conference, Malcolm 
Johns was elected Federal President and I Federal 
Secretary. This was a complete break from past 
practice in that we will not be involved in the 
running of the 1977 Federal Rally in Queensland 
and will be able to concentrate our attentions on 
the Federal administration. This move was made 
possible by the initiative of the Queensland 
Branch Executive who on rotation would have 
provided the next Federal Officers. I will con- 
continue to edit Praeclarvm unless there is some- 
one who would like to assist with this task. 

At the time of writing, the transcript of 
the minutes of the Conference were not available, 
however the main achievement was to pass 
unanimously, a new draft Constitution. Under 
the terms of the current Constitution your in- 
dividual Branch Executives will be calling special 
general meetings of financial members to ratify 
the new Constitution. I am personally grateful to 
Malcolm Johns for the drafting effort he has put 
into this task and I hope that you all assist your 
Federal Council in finalising this long overdue 
revision. 

Two new honorary life members were approv- 
ed by Council, William John Odgers and Gavin 
Sandford Morgan, of South Australia Branch. 
Congratulations to them both. 

It was also decided by Council to incorporate 
the Club, once the Constitution has come into 
force. This is a very complex process again to be 
undertaken by Malcolm Johns and you will be 
kept advised of progress. 


Bill Coburn. 
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Can anyone identify these two Ghosts, Photagraphed in N.S.W., a 
number of years ago. 


THE DOCTOR’S CAR 


In concluding his article on page 144, Bert 
Ward regretted that he did have a ‘pre-convers- 
ion’ photo of 159TA. The owner, Hugh Austin, 
kindly sent the following photos, one of which 
displays his other love, an MG, imported by Hugh 
in 19583. 


MORE ON GEARBOX ALIGNMENT 
Charles Wright of Adelaide owner of 1524 wrote to Bert Ward and 
extracts are published for the interest of others. 


I read your article in the June 1976 “Praecl- 
arvm.” This was timely, in that I had the site of 
the operation exposed. That is to say, the coupl- 
ing tube between the carden block joints had been 
removed, so it was only a few minutes work to 
take the joints themselves apart. 

I made a tool according to your drawing, 
but altered it by shortening the scriber to about 
1” long so it would pass under the clutch hub and 
miss the transverse suspended member which 
holds the various clutch controls. 

And, when the scriber touched on top, it was 
4” away at the bottom! This meant the engine 
had to be lowered 1/4” as there are no aluminium 
washers above the gearbox. Lord knows how long 
it had gone with this misalignment (it has not 
run since I have owned it). 

I gained what I could by raising the point of 
the engine with the bell-cranks; about 3/16” at 
the point, to lower the clutch hub about 1/16”: 
Result is an over correction of 3 thou., and I 
have no doubt this will alter when the engine 
shakes down in the frame. Will check after road 
testing. 

The main pins of the bell cranks were worn 
and have been built up and re-ground. 

I also had to move the gearbox sideways 
.010”, so again, my heart felt thanks. 


oo 
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BENDIGO - 1976 Starting top left. 
1951 Silver Wraith — Park Ward WME 72 — Strat Myers. 


1960 Silver Cloud {| STB 340 — John Carter. 

1925 20 HP Saloon — Cheatham & Borwick GSK 34 — David Turner 
1926 20 HP Saloon — Park Ward GYK 47 — Terry Bruce. 

1936 20/25 Saloon — Mulliner GGM 10 — Bill Cutts. 

1956 Silver Cloud — Countryman Radford SZB 71 — Fred Engish. 
1920 Silver Ghost Tourer — Fisher 34 FW — Maurice Markoff. 


FROM THE FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


I have great pleasure in advising you that 
our Club’s proposed new Constitution was 
unanimously accepted at the Federal Council 
Meeting held at Bendigo in the State of Victoria 
on the 10th and 11th days of June, 1976. Over 
four hours were spent by Delegates at the Meet- 
ing in settling the draft of the Club’s new Con- 
stitution. 

A copy is enclosed in this issue. Please read 
it carefully and retain it. 

You will shortly receive a Notice of Special 
General Meeting from your Branch so that the 
new Constitution can be formally ratified pur- 
suant to the terms of the old Constitution. The 
old Constitution provides the class of Members 
who can vote and may I respectfully remind you 
that those voting must be financial at the time 
and present in person at the Special General 
Meeting. 

Further, it is my duty to inform you that 
amendments cannot be made to the Constitution 
before it is formally ratified without it going 
back to another Federal Council Meeting, which 
would substantially delay this long overdue re- 
vision. 

Once the new Constitution is formally rat- 
ified by your Branches it is intended to immedi- 
ately proceed with the incorporation of the Club 
as a Company limited by guarantee. This was 
resolved at the Bendigo Federal Council Meeting 
so as to limit your liability at law and so as to 
enable those States needing incorporation to 
obtain restricted Club plates to obtain them as 
soon as possible. 

Malcolm Johns 


Thought to be an exerpt from a commercial featuring Fred Engish and 


promoting the ‘eat more beef theme.’ 


BENDIGO - 1976 Right, Top to bottom 


Your Editor pours SDB94 through the Bendigo stakes. 

Hotly Pursued by Peter Kennedy in 3CMI105. 

Both were beaten by fan Dodd in SXA 217 — all three Guarantees 
were cancelled. 


ANOTHER LONDON—EDINBURGH GHOST 
IN AUSTRALIA 


Val Stocks’ article on the L-E title in the 
last issue prompted Bert Ward to send a photo of 
another chassis of this series. number 1884 that 
lives in Canberra. 

The chassis was delivered in May 1912 and 
fitted with a touring body by H. J. Mulliner of 
London and purchased in London by a Mr A. 
Humphrey. It was brought to Australia and pur- 
chased by R. J. Fagan of Mandurama N.S.W. In 
1921 it passed to R. Todman of Strathfield and 
subsequently to Steve Stuart of Marrickville 
N.S.W. A new closed body was fitted in 1936. The 
car was eventually sold and smashed. After re- 
pair it went to Brisbane where it was found and 
rebuilt by Faris Palfreyman. 

Bert says that the only modification from 
new shown in the photo is that the original Rudge 
Whitworth wire wheels had been replaced by the 
later type Dunlop items. Bert says that kits for 
this conversion became available after the first 
world war. 

In case you have difficulty in identifying a 
L-E chassis amongst all the Silver Ghosts at 
your local wrecker the following photos of Val 
Stocks 1826E may help. 


FEDERAL RALLY PHOTOGRAPHS 
Whilst many members undoubtedly took a 
lot of their own photos at Bendigo, I would like 
to publicise the efforts of four of our members 
who took reels of film and can provide prints for 
any member. Unfortunately it is not practical to 
circulate proof sheets due to their size, but I 
feel that by corresponding with the members 
below it will be possible to purchase proof sheets 
and or individual frames. 
Fred Engish, 175 Lower Dandenong Road, Men- 
tone, Vic. 3194. 
Ian Li ae 11A Davidson Avenue, Warrawee. 
74, 
Justin Scott-Douglas, Box 5321BB Melbourne. 
001 


3001. 
Andrew Watkins, 11 Carpenter Street, Brighton. 

3186. 

I would like to record my gratitude to these 
people who have provided me with prints of their 
work for the magazine. 
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The lack of frame support trusses. 


Cantilever rear springs slung below the rear axle. 


The large carburetter. 


a 


BENDIGO - 1976 Starting top left, 


1935 
1933 


1960 
1938 


1958 


1966 
1954 


20/25 Limo — Barker GOH 1 — Dale O'Sullivan. 

20/25 Limo — Windovers GWX 75 — Frank Shield. 

Bentley SI] Saloon B 25 CT — John Salter. 

Phantom Ill Limo — Hooper 3 CM 105 — Rebecca Kennedy. 
Bentley Continental 2 Dr. Saloon — Mulliner BC 26 EL — 
Richard Perkins. 

Silver Shadow 4 Dr. Saloon SRH 1135 — David Brooks. 


Silver Dawn S§ Saloon SOG 36 — Eric Hayman, 


MORE ON ROLLS-ROYCE AND ART UNIONS 


Bert Ward’s article on page 152, was of 
course, of great interest to Hedley Ladd, the 
owner of 64H5. Hedley has written, ‘I had traced 
the history back to Mr K. Cornell at Lockhart, 
N.S.W., but could not get any further. Now we 
have the complete picture. 

64 H5 was sold by Mr Cornell in 1930 to Mr 
Harry Batten of Warranabool, Victoria. From him 
it passed to Mr H. W. Hine of Hobart in 1947. It 
was last registered in 1954. Mr Hine built a tin 
shed over it with no doors; there it remained 
for 20 years. 

A photo was taken in Hobart as it was ready 
to be shipped. The tyres were pumped up and 
stayed that way. The body had three very small 
portions of rust and a little of the wood work 
was rotten. I took the body off and sand blasted 
it as with the chassis. The engine was seized, but 
after a lot of Penetrene came free. With new 
rings fitted the rest checked out and “bingo” 
away she went. 

I have replaced all wheel bearings, new tyres 
and tubes. I have hand painted the body to date 
with 12 coats including undercoats and it now 
has a new hood. I replaced all the seats and trim 
with leather, and am very happy with her per- 
formance. 

Although I now have a vacuum tank on it, 
64 H5 was fitted when | bought her, with 2 SU 
electric pumps from Mr Cornells’ days. I am led 
to believe these were fitted by Rolls-Royce. I still 
have them on. The car is original in every way 
I believe. 

There was a photo of the car at the Albury 
ae on page 70 of Praeclarvm, but here is an- 
other. 


Hedley Ladd. 
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WEDGEWOOD CUPS. PUMPKINS AND 67AU 


Pages 151/152 of the last issue not only 
brought a red face to the Editor but prompted 
some interesting letters. The photo of 65AU taken 
in Queensland was given to me by Jane Thompson 
who ran the ‘Log Cabin’ and who also is my wife’s 
aunt. Co-incidentally, Clem Cummings who owns 
67AU and is not a member, lives two blocks from 
my house. 

In a city as small as Canberra. it is rare 
that anything Rolls-Royce occurs without one of 
my spies passing on the intelligence. In this in- 
stance my neighbour and photographic mentor, 
Ted O’Halloran said that he had seen the Wedge- 
wood display in the local branch of David Jones 
and would be providing photographs. 

Graeme Soderland, a past Editor of this 
journal was the first to write advising that he 
thought that the car was in Canberra and then 
George Sevenoaks wrote to confirm this but added 
the advice that his Phantom I, 42AL, the famous 
Pumpkin, had also been shod on occasions by 
Wedgewood. He related how at one jacking-up 
time, the thick (railway refreshment type) cups 
had not arrived and it was necessary to use some 
genuine delicate bone china ones. Sir John Wedge- 
wood attended the store personally, to witness the 
setting up of the display but could not stand the 
strain of watching his lovely cups being mutilated 
and left. On his return he was greatly surprised 
that the Pumpkin was mounted without any 
breakages. The end of the story is that Charles 
Lloyd Jones told George that a lady customer had 
insisted on buying the cups used for the display. 
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My remarks that 59CE and 20AD had been located prompted Bert Ward 
fo send the following detail. The photo of 59CE was kindly supplied 
by George Sevenoaks. 


MORE ON TWO NEW-FOUND GHOSTS 

I read that Silver Ghost chassis no. 59CE 
has been found in Penrith N.S.W. This car has 
been in Penrith for many years, owned by a Mr 
Lomas. I knew him well, as he was often in con- 
tact with me before I retired in 1967. 59CE was 
despatched from England for Sydney in Feb., 
1921. It was fitted with a Touring Body by Mann 
Egerton for the late A. (Tony) Hordern of the 
old firm of A. Hordern & Sons, Brickfield Hill, 
George St.. Sydney. The car was painted maroon 
and black. It was sold later to a Mr Ruben Brasch 
who in those days, had a large store at the corner 
of Oxford Street & Wentworth Avenue. He had 
a Hard Top fitted by Smith & Waddington. It was 
then sold in 1927 to a Mr Clarrie Stuart of Liv- 
ingston Road Marrickville, who was involved with 
the large building company in Sydney, Stuart 
Bros. Clarrie Stuart and I were very good friends 
and at that time fabric covered cars came into 
vogue. He covered this car with fabric, retaining 
the same colours, maroon and black, but all the 
guards and valances were also covered. 

In 1930 he decided to get a sedan body fitted. 
Diskin & Molyneaux had started in business at 
Rusheutters Bay, and built the body. Messrs 
Diskin & Molyneaux, before starting in business 
on their own were the main Coachbuilders at 
Smith & Waddington. In the late 1930’s this car 
was sold to the Fairymead Sugar Co. of Queens- 
land. They fitted a complete front axle of the 
4 wheel brake type with the brakes made to 
operate by a vacuum servo. The next owner was 
a : mentioned at Penrith. I believe he has since 

ied. 


1923 20 HP Tourer — Smith & Waddington 64 H5 — Hedley Ladd. 


1969 Silver Shadow 4 Dr. Saloon SRH 5290 — Robert Williams. 


It was very interesting to read that infor- 
mation from America states that 20 AD is in 
Australia. This 1915 car was fitted with a Barker 
Touring body for a Mr George Walker, who was a 
brother to Dame Edith Walker, then of Yaralla 
Concord. Which is now the Concord Repatriation 
General Hospital, Hospital Road, Concord. 

During the period I knew Dame Edith, she 
owned a Silver Ghost chassis 1749, then 54 NA 
and later a Phanton I chassis 30LC. 20AD did 
not arrive in Sydney till early 1919 and it was 
painted all over a flat Black. I understand Mr 
Walker used this car for the British War Office 
during World War I, explaining the reason for 
the late arrival in Australia. It was later sold to 
a businessman in Sydney, Mr. C. R. Steadman, as 
Mr Walker returned to England. During the 
depression years we lost track of this car, and 
neither Fred Robinson or myself have so far been 
able to track 20AD down for our records. Bendigo Racecourse L-R Robert Skillen, Patrick Kan-White 

Bert Ward. Robert ME Dereiett: 


and 


BENDIGO - 1976 


1955 


1976 
1975 
1948 
1949 
1951 
1951 


Starting top left, 


Bentley Continental 2 Dr. Saloon — Mulliner BC 75 BG — 
Peter Crauford., 

Silver Shadow 2 Dr. Coupe Park Ward CRH 11876 — Peter Ots. 
Bentley T Saloon SBH 19982 — Herbert Gibson. 

Silver Wraith Limo Mulliner WCB 69 — Malvin Cooper. 
Silver Dawn §S Saloon SBA 112 — Roth Gair. 

Silver Dawn SS Saloon SDB 84 — George Garratt. 

Silver Dawn SS Saloon SDB 100 — John Floyd. 
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George Harris supervising Bruce Ross at 6T7B. 


MORE ON THE CHARLTON CARS 
20/25 GGP 19 


Having read Bert Ward’s interesting — as 
usual article in the February issue of 
“Prgeclarvm,” which referred to the various body 
and chassis changes made by the Charlton family, 
I decided there and then to write and tell Bert 
(and others), that GGP 19 is still in Victoria, but 
unfortunately, not in a road-worthy state at 
present. It now being tax and census time, and 
the Federal Rally having come and gone, both 
my wife ana my conscience are urging me to 
complete the history of GGP 19 to date, or those 
parts of it that I know. 

Somewhere about February 1961, while on a 
visit to Syaney, 1 saw GGP 19 in George Seven- 
oak’s showrvom at Crows Nest. It had been fitted 
with a partially completed Station Wagon type of 
body (P. K-W. afterwards insisted that the word- 
ing be altered to Safari Saloon, as being more 
suitable to the marque), of the sort favoured in 
the 50’s, i.e., with varnished timber facings fixed 
to the body around door and window edges, etc. 
This body had been fitted by a Mr J. Rea, of 
whom I know nothing other than he did some 
masterly work on some of the compound curves, 
According to George, the then owner, a Mr 
E. D. Brae, having purchased the chassis and 
having had the body partially completed, had run 
out of both money and enthusiasm, and had de- 
cided to sell. The car had then some 52,000 miles, 
and was, George assured me, iu very good order. 
A subsequent trip to Sydney a few weeks later 
enabled me to take the car for a run around the 
hills of North Sydney. Rarely have I heard any 
car back-fire so loudly and continuously, or seen 
so many startled pedestrians! George, who was 
with me, was horrified at such an un-Rolls-ish 
performance, and promised to have the problem 
located and fixed immediately. True to his word, 
the car ran as sweetly as only a 20/25 can when 
I took delivery a fortnight later. 

Leaving Sydney about 6.30 p.m., I headed 
for Newborough (it’s in the Latrobe Valley, 
Bert), about 600 miles away. The first 300 miles 
went effortlessly (except that I fiddled with the 
mixture control a bit — anyone ever get 7 m.p.g. 
from a 20/257), but the last 300 — WELL. 


Examination at home showed that someone had 
decided to by-pass the ballast resistance when 
doing some rewiring, which explained all the 
problems. Having rectified this, and having some 
more work done to the body, I then had ever 13 
years of daily use and pleasure from GGP 19, 
covering up to 14,000 miles a year with practic- 
ally no cost other than general maintenance. 


With my wife and family, GGP 19 toured 
South Australia, Victoria, N.S.W. and Queensland, 
pulling a caravan up hill and down dale, year in 
and year out, until a younger sister took this 
task from her. She won a Slow Race at Mount 
Gambier and a Gear Changing contest at Fisher- 
men’s Bend, got me into and out of trouble with 
the Law, nearly weaned Terry Bruce from 20 
h.p.’s by starting off the switch 23 times out of 
24 — I could go on for pages. After a complete 
engine recondition in 1973 she was just freeing 
up nicely when an unfortunate episode with a 
Holden bent the left hand chassis rail, a complaint 
from which she has not yet recovered, due, in 
part, to my ill-health. However, I have high 
hopes that GGGP 19 will again be present at not 
only Vietorian, but National Rallies, before too 
much longer. 

Finally Bert, you will be pleased to know 
that shortly before the accident a grandson of 
Mr Charlton called to see me, and took GGP 19 
for a drive, thus completing three generations 
who had used the car, his mother having learnt 
to drive in it when a young girl. 

Frank Cove. 


ee 
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1969 Silver Shadow 4 Dr. Saloon SRH 7747 — Tom Johnston. 
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BENDIGO - 1976 Starting top left. 


The Fred Engish fleet. L-R 1951 Silver Wraith by Park Ward WOF 49, 
1952 Bentley ‘R' Continental by H, J. Mulliner BC12A, and 1956 Silver 
Cloud by Harold Radford SZB71. 


David Kenway, Rod Coyle, Bob Lamkin, Peter Cox. 
1935 20/25 Sports Saloon Hooper GBJ 51 — Peter Cox. 


1912 Silver Ghost L to E Tourer Holmes 1826E — Val Stocks. 
Strat Myers. 


1978 INTERNATIONAL RALLY — 
AUSTRALIA 

Bruce Ross the President of the N.S.W. 
Branch has advised that Max Roberts of Fivedock 
has been appointed Rally Director for the above 
event which is being fostered by the Vintage and 
Sporting Car Club. 

Max has received a letter from a James P. 
Smith, The Motor Flat, Kildrummy Castle Alford 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland to the effect that he will 

\\\\ — be attending the 1978 Rally but in view of the 

\\\ \ costs of shipping a car to Australia he is enquiring 

\ about the loan of a suitable Rolls-Royce car to 

a participate in the event. His own car is a 1920 
20 hyp. 

He mentions in the course of his letter the 
many people that he came in contact with during 
the 1970 Rally and wishes to be remembered to 
them. 

If anyone can assist Mr. Smith please advise 
Bruce Ross. 


i 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


Whilst every care is taken to check infor- 
mation published in Praeclarvm, no responsibility 
can be accepted for errors. 


Contributions 

The Editor would be grateful for any 
memorablia, photos, advertisements, accounts of 
restorations, memories of experiences of cars 
owned or known or any other material that deals 
with Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars. 


Subscriptions 

Praeclarvm is available on a subscription 
basis to non-members and for those members who 
may wish an extra copy. Such subscriptions carry 
no membership privileges. Rates are as follows: 


Australia $Aust10 
North America $US10. 
Elsewhere $Aus7.50. 


All rates quoted are for surface mail. The 
issue of expiry on subscriptions is imprinted on 
the right hand top corner of the address label. 
No other advice of renewal will be sent. Airmail 
subscriptions can be arranged by negotiation. 


Back Copies 

All copies of Praeclarvm are kept in print 
and are available at $Aust1.25 postage paid sur- 
face mail or $US1.35. 

All enquiries relating to the above should be 
addressed to the Editor (Address at Masthead). 


BENDIGO - 1976 Starting top left. 


Jack Vidler left with Owen Bourke. 

Brian and Bettine Healey. 

L-R John Carter, John Brodie and Malcolm Johns. 
N.S.W. Social Secretary June Bradshaw. 

Garnet and Sheilah Alsop with SRH 10866. 
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U.S. a good market for Rolls-Royce 


By Bob Fendell 
Staff Correspondent 

PARAMUS, N. J.—There are 
enough Americans around who 
can afford to buy Rolls-Royces 
and there are enough cars avail- 
able, but what worries George 
Lewis is the possibility of fur- 
ther “extraneous economic bar- 
riers.” 

Lewis is president of Rolls- 
Royce, Inc., headquartered here, 
and an official of Rolls-Royce 
International S.A., the Swiss 
parent company which controls 
sales of the legendary British 
vehicles all over the world. 

He has been beset in the lat- 
ter role with just such economic 
barriers in other countries and 
he hopes it never happens here. 

“Wherever there is a confisca- 
tory tax rate on automobiles 
costing over $10,000, we obvious- 
ly are hurt,” Lewis told Auto- 
MOTIVE News. “In Brazil, for in- 
stance, we are taxed 300 per- 
cent, and South Africa, once a 
very promising market, is hamp- 
ered in this manner.” 

That, however, is about the 
only worry the purveyors of 
this superluxury vehicle have 
these days. Coming off a rec- 
ord year, Lewis is very bullish 
on America. 

“We're able to do something 
as a company others can’t do, 
and that’s expand as much or 
as little as we choose,” he said. 
“We still have 15 to 18 states 
to go and lots of cities with 
considerable potential for Rolls- 
Royce. In 1975 we added four 
dealers bringing our total to 57. 

“They sold 865 new automo- 
biles and I can tell you one 
thing for certain. Our dealers 
nowadays are in it for the profit, 
not the prestige.” 


e That profit is likely to go up 
since the U.S. target for this 
year may be as high as 1,000— 
depending upon what happens 
overseas—and some of them are 
certain to be the new Camargue, 
which one wag described as “the 
Rolls-Royce of the Rolls-Royce 
set.” This vehicle will cost more 
than three times as much as the 
Silver Shadow and is due later 
this spring. 

Lewis admits frankly that he 
ean’t tell anyone what makes 
a good Rolls-Royce dealer and 
declares that Rolls-Royce, Inc., 
does not have special require- 
ments for showrooms. 


Courtesy Automotive News. 


“Our successful dealers tend 
to be very individualistic peo- 
ple and there are almost as 
many approaches to handling 
the car as there are dealers,” 
he noted. “Our New Jersey 
dealer has a showroom, but not 
one of the last six cars he sold 
was from it. Another of our 
dealers works from an office 
building, has no dealership in 
the classic sense. 


“And we were terrified when 
Roy Carver, of Costa Mesa, 
Calif., our leading dealer who 
sold 70 cars last year, gave up 
Pontiac and went exclusive for 
us. He’s making more money 
with a lower overhead now. 


“Then there are dealers who 
may sell one new car a month, 
but are turning big profits on 
older models, perhaps $10,000 
profit on a single old limousine. 
I can’t explain why one Rolls- 
Royce dealer can do this while 
others don’t.” 


e Actually, Lewis admitted, sell- 
ing Rolls-Royces is more akin 
to selling “real estate or bonds 
than cars.” He noted that the 
salesman may meet the business 
executive, doctor or other pro- 


fessional man as many as 15 
times before making the sale. 
The car tends to be purchased 
by the family, so they are 
brought in on equipment, color 
and material choice. 

“It’s a major step for an exec- 
utive moving up from a Mer- 
cedes, Mark IV or Cadillac,” he 
remarked. “But don’t get the 
idea these people are doing this 
for status alone. We don’t sell 
Rolls-Royces because you can 
hear the clock ticking. We sell 
them because they are superb 
machines constructed through- 
out with attention to quality and 
they are excellent long-term in- 
vestments.” 


Summing up the benefits of 
selling Rolls-Royces, Lewis re- 
counted how a Florida dealer 
took in an “extinct” long-wheel- 
base limo as part payment on 
a new Corniche convertible, then 
sold the limo to another party 
who had been waiting for sev- 
eral years for just such a ve- 
hicle. 

“It was a mind-bending wash- 
out and from a single deal,” he 
said. “You’d probably have to 
sell 20 Sevilles to equal it.” 


1934 Phantom II Sedanca De Ville Barker 193 RY ——- Owen Bourke. 


BENDIGO - 1976 Starting top left, 


We had our very own ambulance team at the concours d'Elegance. 
Editor of the Victorian Newsletter and Victorian Secretary 


David MacArthur in GHJ 39. 


N.S.W. President Bruce Ross with Registrar Fred Engish at the mine. 
L-R Nan West, Val Stocks, his wife Kitty and Christine MacArthur. 


John Reis, 


South Australian Secretary David Brooks with two friends. 


Robert Williams and Bill Cutts. 
Peter Kennedy, Terry Bruce and Maurice Markoff. 


BENDIGO 


- 1976 Starting top left. 


The Queensland Executive, President Fred Haughty left, with Secretary 
Wal Moorhouse and his wife Kerry right. 

The Spiller Clan, Harold, Karen, Deanne and Robin. 

New honorary member Gavin Sandford Morgan left, with John Floyd. 


Victorian Treasurer David Turner and Judy-Ann Jones with GSK 34, 
Brenda Callaway. 

John and Linda Floyd with SDB 100. 

Bill Cutte, Frank Meek and Fay Harris. 
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FIRST CHASSIS OF SERIKS ON TEST. 


MONEY BACK OFFER ON 25/30 — GMO 10 

I managed to catch this candid shot of Bill 
Cutts and George Sevenoaks at Berrima, N.S.W., 
during a meet there or Sunday, 23rd May, 1976. 
George is clearly attempting to suppress his 
emotions after having offered to give Len Part- 
ridge his money back on GMO 10. George re- 
counted how Len had run an opinion poll for a 
week outside his showroom at Crow’s Nest with 
a wide cross section of the passing public as to 
whether he should buy the car. Reference to Bert 
Ward’s article on page 126 will give the history 
of the car. Len pointed out to George how the 
vehicle still had the original spare tvre and the 
foot operated tyre pump was in its original 
wrappers! It was at this stage that George made 
his offer. 


Thomas and Jean Cocks with the Ex P.M. Bentley $3 BIODF. 
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